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have the pleasure to invite you to the final conference of the research programme

BINDING UNITY AND DIVERGENT CONCEPTS IN EU LAW

Utrecht, Thursday 12 January 2006 and Friday morning 13 January 2006

The EC/EU legal order, when compared with national legal orders, faces an enhanced risk of divergence. Given this risk, belief in ‘common concepts’ plays a crucial role in assessing what legal scholarship should do. Can we trust that these concepts yield what they suggest as their ultimate perspective, namely binding unity? What if they are a source of divergence themselves?

Believers in common concepts think that there is a relatively clear, shared and well-understood framework, and that it warrants an ultimately unifying perspective in spite of all apparent divergence. In particular, this framework is believed to provide a semantic basis for ‘communication’ and ‘negotiation’. This framework is to be found in legislative instruments aiming at the harmonisation or unification of EU law, or in the case law of the European courts. Sceptics hold that there is no such framework; ‘common concepts’ turn out to be just so many sources of misunderstanding, confusion and, therefore, divergence. Thus, in the end, the unity of EU law will be delusive. There is, however, a third thesis: while there is indeed no common conceptual core, the necessary unity and coherence of Community law can be articulated, strengthened and even reinforced through the use of divergent concepts. Building upon previous research, the programme focused on a number of general issues and two specific topics - ‘rights’, ‘discretion’- for investigation.

Programme

Thursday, 12 January 2006

9.00 – 9.15 Registration; coffee/tea

Morning session

Chair: Linda Senden

Tilburg University

9.15

Welcome by Linda Senden

Introduction to the research programme

Bert van Roermund

Tilburg University

9.45

Divergence/Convergence? Associative Connotations and Normative Meaning with Reference to ‘Schengen’
Antje Wiener

Queens University Belfast

10.15
Back to the Begriffshimmel? Or How a Nordic lawyer Meets Community Law

Niilo Jääskinen

Supreme Administrative Court, Helsinki

10. 45

Language, Concepts and Comparative Law 

Geoffrey Samuels,
University of Kent

11.15

Unity of Law in a Pluri-lingual Legal System
Francis Jacobs

ECJ, Luxemburg

11.45

Coffee/Tea break

12.15

Panel and Floor Debate with the participation of members of the research programme group

13.00

End morning session

Light lunch (sandwiches and coffee)

Afternoon session

Chair: Thomas Vandamme

Utrecht University

14.30

Regulatory Competition and Functional Approaches 

Pierre Larouche

Tilburg University

Discussant: Michael Faure, Maastricht University 

15. 30

Specific theme I: Discretion

Roberto Caranta

University of Turin

Discussant: Miguel Poiares Maduro, ECJ, Luxemburg

16.30

Panel and Floor Debate, with participation of members of the research programme group

17.30

Reception

Friday, 13 January 2006

Chair: Hans Lindahl

Tilburg University

9.15

Coffee/tea

9.30

Specific theme II: Rights

Sacha Prechal, Utrecht University

Discussant: Thomas Eilmansberger, University of Salzburg

10.30

Unity in EU Law: An Exercise in Modesty

Ad Geelhoed, ECJ, Luxemburg/Utrecht University

11.15

Coffee/Tea break

11.45

Panel and Floor discussion, with participation of members of the research programme group

12.30

Closure of the conference 

Bert van Roermund, Tilburg University

Practical Information 

Practical information on the conference and the draft research papers can be obtained at: www.tilburguniversity.nl/budc-conference
Time

The Conference takes place on Thursday 12  and Friday morning 13 January 2006, from 9.15 (sharp!) till 17.30 hrs. on Thursday and from 9.15 till 12.45 hrs. on Friday.

Venue

The Conference will be held in the ‘Raadzaal’, Faculty of Law building the ‘Pietershof’, Achter Sint Pieter 200, 3512 HT Utrecht

Tel.: +31 30 253 7038 (reception) / +31 30 253 7047 (secretariat Europa Institute)

A digital map of Utrecht, indicating the conference venue, is available at http://www.uu.nl/uupublish/homeuu/deuniversiteit/wiewatwaar/plattegrondvande/34693main.html 

Registration

Registration is required. Please fill out the registration form at the website www.tilburguniversity.nl/budc-conference before the 4th of January 2006.

Conference Secretariat

Further information can be obtained from:

Ms Wies Smit, Europa Institute Utrecht University

Tel.: +31 30 253 7047

Achter Sint Pieter 200, 3512 HT Utrecht

L.Smit@law.uu.nl)

The research programme group:

Research programme leaders:
Sacha Prechal

Utrecht University
Bert van Roermund

Tilburg University
Research programme participants 

Ricardo Alonso García 

Universidad Complutense Madrid

Mads Andenas 

University of Leicester

Saša Beljin

Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster

José Ramon Bengoetxea

Oñati International Institute for the Sociology of Law
Michiel Brand

Tilburg University 

Roberto Caranta 

Universitá di Torino 

Emilios Christodoulidis and Ruth Dukes

University of Edinburgh and University of Glasgow

Tim Corthout

Catholic University Leuven
Michael Fuchs 

European Parliament

Michele Graziadei 

Università del Piemonte Orientale Alessandria

Iñigo Del Guayo Castiella

University of Almeria

Hans D. Jarass 

Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster

Martina Kuennecke

University of Hull

Pierre Larouche

Tilburg University

Koen Lenaerts 

ECJ, Luxemburg/ Catholic University Leuven
Hans Lindahl 

Tilburg University

Arjen Meij 

CFI, Luxemburg


Leonor Moral

Ministery of Education, Spain

Leo Mulders 

ECJ, Luxemburg


Carmen Plaza Martín 
Universidad Complutense Madrid

Matthias Ruffert 

Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena

Linda Senden 

Tilburg University

Thomas Vandamme

Utrecht University

